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produce anarchy or confusion — and assuring his Lordship of their fixed de- 
termination to support him in his endeavours to maintain tranquillity. We 
never saw a more respectable body of men congregated on a like occasion. 
The Marquis seemed highly gratified, and his answer was pointed and pithy. 



CRITICAL NOTICES. 



7A< Parson's Horn- Book. Dublin - 1 83 1 . 

Oar attention has been called to this 
book, in consequence of the expensive 
and industrious methods used to give it 
publicity. In one of the morning papers 
which we have perused* just as we had sat 
down to pen this notice, we saw a full 
column occupied with critiques, extracted 
from other newspapers j and judging 
from the mercantile character of that 
worthy journalist, Mr. Saunders, felt 
assured that this long advertising puff must 
have cost some cash. Connecting these 
observations with the price of the work 
itself, which undoubtedly cannot cover 
the expense of it* publication, we Bre 
assured that it is the emanation of some 
conspiracy against the Established Church, 
and the Protectant institutions of the land, 
and that there exists a joiut stock com- 
pany, whose object is to undermine what 
holiest and sober men have hitherto con- 
sidered sacred. Reading down the afore- 
said long column, we were struck with the 
laudatory way in which the papers, over 
which Romish prints are said to have in- 
fluence, and which always speak with 
rankling bitterness of every thing Pro- 
testant, have noticed this book, which, 
iudeed, in horn, hoof, and tail, be- 
speaks its prime originator. Yea, those 
worthy engines of Romanisto and radical- 
ism In the land, extol this horn and tail 
book of the devil Op to the skies ; and 
though it is stuffed with lies and blas- 
phemy, throagh it lashes Scriptnre with 
the •« Canda dikboli," and contains a 
gross parody on one of the blessed Re- 
deemer's parables t yet those worthy 
journalists announce, that its object is 
most laudable, its wit most exquisite, and 
its satire fine, pungent, and classic. 

We are not ignorant that there is a 
conspiracy in this city, consisting of men, 
an whom the spirits and mantles of Vol- 
taire and D'iilernbert, of the German 
lllaminati, and of the old Hell-fire Club, 
have descended. We believe that they 
have vowed, and theif vow ii registered 
in eternity, that they will do their utmost, 
according to all the devotedaess of Vol- 
taire, " ecreser 1'infame." We do not 
"onder at tbia ; but what we wonder at 
'*> the deep and desperate game which 
Jne •» parti prttre" are working at in this 
lwii}, wno are M biigded by their exquisite 
hate against Protestant institutions, as by 
the prai«e and circulation of such a book 



as this, to aid in the overthrow of every 
Christian tenet, and every Christian es- 
tablishment. Is there no priest returned 
from France ? Is there no expelled Jesuit 
to warn the Romanists of Ireland against 
aucb a deep experiment as this, which may 
and must react in time, with fearful energy, 
upon themselves ; when on this occasion, 
aud on others, they would league with in- 
fidels in a devilish aud desperate cause? We 
con'ess there are abuses in the Established 
Church that require to be thoroughly re- 
formed, and much, that under honester 
and holier management, should be altered: 
but there Is an infinite difference between 
repairing and overthrowing i instead of 
desiring to see it come tumbling down, 
»« would desire it to be buttressed up by 
public opinion, and standing more secure, 
as a great means of evangelical useful- 
ness, and as a mighty bulwark, round 
which, and behind which, other denomi- 
nations of Protestants might rally, and 
raise their righteous banner in the warfare 
against popery and infidelity, whether 
acting conjointly, or ia Strang* and omin- 
ous confederacy. ;;- 

We have tasked ourselves to read thia 
Horn Book ; and baving gone through 
the perusal with infinite disgust, can 
assure our readers that, •* Fenura habet 
in cornu," that without any one redeem- 
ing qualification as to composition, it ia 
infinitely bad. We were told the etch- 
ings were well executed ; suppose they 
are, what signifies this transparent device 
to dispose of a bad book I It is only the 
rhodium serving as a vehicle) to the rata* 
bane. But though they are confessedly 
well executed, as far at the etching goes, 
yet we deny that they can be praised 
either fur invention, character, or keep- 
ing. Let any one but look at the cos- 
tume with which the clergy are invested, 
and he will perceive that it is not in keep- 
ing with the present day — that it belongs 
to the early portions of the last century, 
and be will at once surmise, that the 
honest skelcber of this Devil's Horn 
Book has stolen his designs from some 
satirical portfolio, where old Doctor Sach- 
everell and hia party are turned into ridi- 
cule. 

Could we indeed suppose that the Irish 
public were likely to be influenced by 
such a publication as this, we should in- 
deed arrive at a sorry opinion of the 
taste, moral discrimination, or religious 
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sensibility of our town or country: but 
we really do not tliiuk so badly of Ire- 
land, and rest assured that its perusal and 
patronage will be confined to the steam- 
ills' put-bouse, where the vicious, the 
vile, and the ferocious assemble to plot 
the ruin of religion, and the revolution 
of existing institutions. We warn all 
fathers of families from admitting it into 
their houses. We urge upon the clergy 
of all persuasions, to advise their flocks 
against having any thing to do with its 
circulation ; for never did the father of 
falsehood put forth a publication, where 
loud lies are garmented it. such a wretch- 
ed and second-hand drapery of pointless 
satire and bastard drollery : and of the 
company who have banded together to 
concoct this mischief, it may be well said 
that they form a Dublin DuncUd— 

Where dnlnaoa with rapture bails each lively 

dunce, 
Remembering she herself was pertness once. 

We cannot dismiss the consideration of 
this prurient production— this first essay 
at engrafting the license of Carlile on 
the literature of Dublin— without assuring 
our readers, that it carries frontless false- 
hoods in every article of it ; and that in 
vain does it, in attempting the broad, gay, 
rolicking humour, so congenial to Ireland, 
conceal the Satanic grin ; and whan stoop- 
ing to pluck, the honeysuckle, we at once 
recognise, unguis in htrba— the serpent 
uuder the shamrock. We bear about us 
sufficient scenic recollection to know, that 
a Plot Discovered, and Venice Preserved, 
are only different names for the same 
drama. Would that we wereassured, that 
by exposing this vile conspiracy against 
the religion of the land, we could deterall 
from giving it any helping hand t at any 
rate, we think we know some of the con- 
spirators— coald fix the point of our pen 
on many of the conibinators in this firm of 
slang, and duncery, and devilry. Wears 
sure of the draughtsman, and guess (as 
brother Jonathan would say) at more; 
but more we will not now say, only that 
we hope to afford an antidote against the 
poison they are secreting. 



Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Re. 
ligion, derived from the literal Fulfil- 
ment of Prophecy ; particularly as il- 
lustrated by the History of the Jews, 
and by the Discoveries of recent Tra^ 
vellers. By the Rev. Alexander Keith, 
Minister of St. Cyrus, Kincardineshire. 
Sixth Edition. Edinburgh t — Waugh 
and Innes— 1831. 
There can be no question that a good 
title has often been the means of bringing 
a bad book into notice, while, on the 
other hand, it sometimes hsppens, though 
not so frequently, that a bad title pre- 
fixed to a good book has been the means 
of retarding its sale to a very considerable 



extent. Here, however, we have before 
us rather an extraordinary case— a good 
book with a good title, and yet, strange 
as our position may appear, a book whose 
title, we have no doubt, -will prevent its 
being read by many individuals, who, were 
they but aware of the materials of which 
it is composed, would not only be anxious 
to peruse it, but would willingly give up 
many other publications with much more 
of attraction and display in their title 
pages, to have an opportunity of making 
themselves acquainted with it. However 
sceptical men may profess to be, we io- 
dine to think there are few who have not 
occasional qualms of conscience as to the 
reality of iha hopes given to the mind by 
the doctrines of revelation ; and however 
individuals may affect to scoff at or ridicule 
the truths contained in the Bible > there 
are, after all, but few wbo have not occa- 
sionally some misgivings of mind, that 
there may be another world in which they 
will have to answer for the crimes com- 
mitted in this : and although it any be 
even from a wish to rind themselves sup- 
ported in their sceptical ideas, we have 
always foand them anxious to examine, in 
their own way, the proofs brought for- 
ward by those wbo believe in the immor- 
tality of the soul, and a future slate of re- 
wards and punishments. By such we feel 
persuaded the book before us would be 
read with pleasure, if not with improve- 
ment ; while to those who profess to be- 
lieve ia the doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion, of whatever creed, the work must 
prove of the deepest interest, as bearing 
Btrong and irrefragable evidence that the 
Bible is no cunningly devised fable, but 
is indeed and in truth a revelation from 
the Supreme Governor of the universe, 
containing more real knowledge and more 
sublime discovery than all the books that 
ever were written iu the world beside. 

During the march of intellect which 
marked the course of the last century, 
and which has continued to accelerate in 
its progress to the present hour, numerous 
have been the efforts made by men calling 
themselves philosophers to overturn the 
fair system of (be Christian faith. The 
period alluded to may be considered as 
pre-eminently a period of free inquiry, 
uufettered by the trammels of precedent, 
or tbe authority of great names. Men have 
learned to think and set for themselves— 
the consequence has been, an extension of 
tbe bounds of literature and science, and 
the fuller development of moral truth — 
and however desperately tbe principles of 
revealed religion may have been assailed 
by men of science and of literature, by 
travellers and by historians, the result of 
every fair and candid inquiry has invaria- 
bly proved them to be of heavenly on* 
gin ; in the midst of the tempest they have 
but struck their roots the deeper, and in 



